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home has a faux-stone wet
bar, a pool with a rock wa-
terfall and an observation deck
with views of desert hills. It has
all of the characteristics of a typi-
cal Valley custom house, except
one: location.
Their 4,100-square-foot home
~ isn't in Scottsdale or Paradise Val-
larhistm:lcallytwonfthe?a]ley’s
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ten a hill.”

In east Mesa, they paid
$580,000 for a 1-acre lot and their
four-bedroom, custom-designed
home, which was built by Desert
Haven Construction of Mesa.

That's less than the price of
some tract homes the couple
toured. That’s considerably less
than the $4 million custom home

looked i
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Protect yourself against scams and substandard work. Even if a contractor shows you a
license, confirm that the license is valid with the Registrar of Contractors. Visit
www.rc.state.az.us or call (602) 542-1525. Outside Maricopa County, call 1-888-271-9286.

Buyers find luxury homes in unexpected places

LUXURY from HO1

Valley, the 2003 median re-
sale price was $897,500. (The
median is the midpoint. It
means that half of the homes
sold cost more and half cost
less.)

Beth and Steve Speckhard
paid $283,000 for their 3,100-
square-foot custom resale
home, which sits on a hilly
half-acre lot in Estrella
Mountain Ranch in the West
Valley. :

The Goodyear development
and other locales such as
Queen Creek and the Lake
Pleasant area are among hot
spots for custom-home de-
velopment, say builders, buy-
ers and housing-industry ana-
lysts.

The Speckhards were
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Debby and Chuck Emler got a
custom home on an acre lot
in east Mesa for $580,000,

amazed at the price of their
Estrella home. They had
looked at tract homes in other
parts of the Valley that were
comparably priced but had
fewer features and were on
smaller lots with no views.

Since moving in, the Speck-
hards have built a multilevel
pool and spa area to take ad-
vantage of east and west vis-
tas of mountains and desert
vegetation.

“We're Arizona fanatics,”
Beth Speckhard said. “If we
don't see a sunset one day, we
feel like we've missed some-
thing.”

Esirella’s hillsides and dra-
matic views have led to a dra-
matic increase in sales of
custom-home property there.
View lots and mountain prop-
erty are hard to come by in
Scottsdale and Paradise Val-
ley, said Stacey Boltz, Estrel-
la's sales and marketing di-
rector.

From January to June, 60
custom lots were sold at Es-
trella, she said. During all of
2003, 40 lots were sold. In
2000, only 20 were sold.

In addition to views, Estrel-
la's sense of community was
a selling point for the Speck-
hards, who have lived in Es-
trella since 1997, until
18 months ago in a tract
home. They have two sons
and have been involved in
community activities, from
youth sports to substitute
teaching.

Sense of community also
was a selling point for Philips
W. Upham II, who bought a
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The Speckhards built an elaborate pool and spa where they
enjoy east and west vistas of mountains and desert.

custom lot at Quintero, an
828-acre golf-course develop-
ment west of Lake Pleasant in
northern Peoria. Custom lots,
which range from ¥ acre to
more than 11 acres, abut the
Rees Jones golf course that
opened in 2000 and is ranked
10th nationally in Golfweek's
2004 list of America's Best
Residential Golf Courses.

Upham, who also owns a lot
at one of Scottsdale's premier
custom developments, Desert
Mountain, said he was taken
by the Quintero site’s small
country-club atmosphere and
grandeur.

“It's a unique piece of
land,” he said.

Custom lots in the develop-
ment have unobstructed vis-
tas of rolling hills dotted with
saguaros, paloverde trees and
rock outcroppings. City lights
are distant. The nearest gas
station and grocery store are
15 minutes away.

The views at Quintero are
like those of north Scottsdale
20 years ago.

“There’s a natural compari-
son,” said Rudy Frame, bro-
ker of the property, which is
bordered by federal land. “At
Quintero, our measuring stick
is Scottsdale.”

Reach the reporter at
(602) 444-8B236.
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This is the living room of the custom home Beth and Steve
Speckhard bought for $283,000 in Estrella Mountain Ranch.



